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HOUSE BI LL 3272

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Anderson and Rodne

Read first tine 01/ 31/ 2006. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to requiring a study of mathematics curricula; and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that in 2003, the
United States ranked below at Ileast ten other countries in the
mat hematics scores of elenentary and mddle school students on the
trends in international mat hematics and science study (TIMS)
assessnent. Since 1995, there has been little or no change in the
performance of our nation's students in mathematics. Conversely,
students fromthe nation of Singapore continually score at the very top
of students in other countries on the TIMSS assessnent, and their
scores are well above the international average. The legislature
further finds that a key reason for the high |level of performance of
Si ngapore students is a coherent, sequenced mathematics curricul umthat
focuses on the core skills of mathematical problemsolving. Therefore,
the legislature intends to direct a study of whether to require
statewi de adoption of the syllabus and curriculum franmework for
mat hemat i cs used by Singapore.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The Wishington state institute for

public policy shall conduct a conparative study of curriculum
f ramewor ks, | earning standards, assessnment  net hods, and course
sequencing in mathematics. The purpose of the study is to provide

objective analysis to inform the l|egislature on whether to require
st at ew de adoption of the mathematics syl | abus and curricul um franmewor k
used by Singapore.

(2) The study shall:

(a) Examne a sanple of mathematics instructional nodels used at
the el enmentary and secondary | evel by other states and other countries
i ncl udi ng the nodel used by schools in Singapore;

(b) Conpare and contrast the nmathematics instructional nodels to
Washi ngton's essential academc learning requirenents, grade |evel
expectations, and the Washington assessnent of student |earning for
mat hemat i cs. The conparison shall also include a sanple of the
curriculum and course sequenci ng used by primry and secondary school s
i n Washi ngt on;

(c) Analyze and conpare data on student conpetencies and student
achievenment in mathematics under each of the instructional nodels,
i ncl udi ng student achi evenent in Washi ngton; and

(d) Sunmmarize the research literature on the efficacy of various
mat hematics instructional nodels including the nodel expected under
Washi ngton' s standards and assessnent system

(3) The institute shall issue a report to the education commttees
of the legislature by Decenber 1, 2006, in order to assist policynakers
in their consideration of requiring statewi de adoption of the
mat hemati cs syl |l abus and curriculum framework used by Singapore.

--- END ---
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